
 

 

The Scratch®  Messiah 
(in support of WaterAid) 

Sunday 2 December 2018, Royal Albert Hall 

ADVANCE PLANNING, TIMETABLE & GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

ADVANCE PLANNING 

By 30 June 2018:  
Choir leaders should have returned their preliminary registration form and fee, 
indicating their expected level of involvement. We will then confirm your place. 

By 30 September 2018 (or ASAP afterwards):  
Choir leaders are asked to supply final number of singers and essential chaperones 
sitting with the choir; this is so that we can arrange the voice distribution and issue 
tickets. At this time we will also invite applications from parents and additional 
teachers wishing to sing (there is a charge for this).  

By week commencing 19 November 2018: 
Choirs should have practised and mastered, to their best capabilities, the choruses 
which they have undertaken to sing. 

 

ON-THE-DAY TIMETABLE 

 10:00 Choirs will be admitted to the building (please enter quietly) 
 11:00 Welcome and warm-up  
 11:15 Rehearsal with orchestra 
  (there is no break during the rehearsal) 
 12:45 Rehearsal ends 

  Announcements 

  Choirs eat packed lunches in situ 
  Choir leaders will be issued with black bin-bags by the Hall, and 

requested to collect rubbish and debris from their singers 
  Time to use loos 

 13:45 Choirs resume their seats 

 14:00 Youth Messiah part I (45 mins) 
 14:45 Interval 
 15:10 Youth Messiah part II (50 mins) 

 16:00 Youth Messiah ends 
 

OTHER GENERAL INFORMATION 

Adult singers. Teachers, parents and other family members are also welcome to sing, 
although they will be seated separately from the youth choirs. Singing tickets cost £39 
(including VAT at 20%), and you will be able to book from September when we know 
how much space is available. 

           more overleaf . . . 



 

Audience.  We particularly encourage families, friends and teachers to attend, as a good 
audience is a wonderful morale booster and ensures good singing! Prices from £22, with 
generous concessions for families and children; tickets are available from the Royal 
Albert Hall (020 7589 8212 or www.royalalberthall.com), which adds booking fees to all 
telephone/online bookings (those visiting the Box Office in person pay no booking fees). 

Chaperones.  To comply with child protection legislation, the Royal Albert Hall requires 
those aged under 18 to be chaperoned at all times.  There should be one chaperone to 
each group of ten under-18s, with a minimum of two chaperones; chaperones also have 
free seats and it helps if they sing! Please consider the voice-parts in your choirs when 
deciding on the number/gender of chaperones needed, as sopranos sit in one area of 
the Hall, altos in another, and tenors and basses in a third.  

Data sharing.  Contact details are shared with the charity WaterAid, and no-one else! 

Dress.  School and youth choirs should wear their usual choir or school uniform, as this 
helps with identification when there are so many young people together. 

Local authority regulations.  Some local authorities impose restrictions on the length of 
rehearsal/performance time for young performers; please check any regulations which 
apply to children in your choir. Use our provisional timetable (see above) as a guide; 
the timings are unlikely to change. 

Meeting place.  To enable everyone to exit safely after the performance, and to assist in 
the event of an emergency evacuation, the RAH has designated colour-coded meeting 
areas and coach drop-off points outside the building. You’ll be notified where these are 
when your tickets are issued; make sure all singers and parents know about them. 

Music.  We use the ‘old’ Novello edition of Messiah (see What will you sing?). 

Notes on the music.  We have prepared instructions specific to our performance so that 
you can mark up your scores before you start rehearsing you choir. You will find these, 
labelled ‘Chorus Notes’, on our website: www.youthmessiah.co.uk. 

Seating & tickets.  Singing tickets will be despatched by us during October and 
November. Choirs will sit in voice-parts, not as individual choirs; singing adults will be 
seated in blocks adjacent to the young singers, but will not be voice segregated. 

WaterAid.  Wherever possible, concerts promoted by Scratch Concerts Ltd raise money 
for a charitable cause. For The Scratch®Youth Messiah we continue to work in support 
of WaterAid, which does so much to bring clean water and sanitation to children and 
families in developing countries. We will be encouraging singers, parents and teachers 
to raise money any way they like (suggestions will be provided), and then donating via 
a JustGiving page, so please do read the WaterAid literature whenever we pass it on. 
For those who agree, WaterAid will be in touch with you directly. 

More detailed information (including H & S and Child Protection policies) will be posted on our 

website nearer the time: www youthmessiah.co.uk.  The brief notes above should help you decide 
whether The Scratch®Youth Messiah is an event to which you would like to bring your choir. 
 

‘Thanks very much for yesterday. Our children were thrilled to be taking part and I 

thought the whole event was organised brilliantly.’ Cobham Free School, Surrey 

‘Congratulations on a fantastic event. We all had a great time and have had 

lots of very positive feedback from the choir members – they really enjoyed the 

experience!’ East Riding Youth Singers 


