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• Choir layout during rehearsals and performance – it is up to the conductor to 
decide how he wants the choir to be arranged, to ensure the right balance and 
good sightlines. Please accept graciously, if you are asked to move! 

• There is only one ‘emergency only’ toilet available in the cathedral, so do plan in 
advance! 

 
Music Schedule  

This timetable should be read in conjunction with the more detailed travel notes 
from Specialised Travel.  
 
Monday 3 December 
19h15 
Registration desks will open in the Curhaus, Stephansplatz No. 3 (directly opposite 
the South (tallest) Tower of St Stephen’s Cathedral). The building will be clearly 
signed. All participants must register at this time, including singers who are staying 
at the pre-arranged hotels, non-singers staying at the pre-arranged hotels and all 
those who purchased a ‘Music Only’ singing place. Anyone accompanying a Music 
Only singer will not receive a lanyard and will not have access to rehearsals, the 
performance without a purchased ticket, or to the Vienna Boys’ Choir visit. Lanyards 
and name badges must be worn at all times for access to the cathedral for 
rehearsals and for the concert. Please also wear them for the visit to the Vienna 
Boys’ Choir at the Palais Augarten. No-one will be admitted to the cathedral or the 
Palais Augarten without a lanyard and name badge. 
Once you have registered, entrance to the cathedral will be by the door opposite 
the Curhaus, at the foot of the South Tower – not by the main entrance at the West 
Door. Specialised Travel and Concerts from Scratch staff will be on hand to direct 
you. You must be inside the cathedral by 20h00 at the latest, so that we can get 
everyone seated in time for the rehearsal to start promptly. Please sit quietly in the 
nave until you are called up by voice part. 
20h15 
Piano rehearsal with Gerald Wirth starts – we will be singing (for this rehearsal only) 
in the side aisle on the south (right, facing the high altar) side of the nave. There will 
be no break, but seating (again, for this rehearsal only), will be provided. 
22h00 
Rehearsal ends 
 
Tuesday 4 December 
14h00 (please take note of this new rehearsal time)  
Please enter the cathedral by the South Door opposite the Curhaus, as you did the 
previous night – not by the main entrance at the West Door. 



For this afternoon’s rehearsal and tonight’s warm-up and performance, the choir 
will be positioned on risers directly in front of the high altar – not in the side aisle. 
Again, please sit quietly in the nave until you are called up by voice part. Space will 
be very tight with 250 singers, so please be flexible and patient! 
14h30 
General rehearsal with soloists and orchestra starts. There might be a very short 
break, but not long enough to leave your positions. 
Chairs will only be provided on the very top row of risers, and for those people who 
will have real difficulty standing throughout the rehearsal and performance. 
Otherwise, you will stand throughout. 
16h30 
Rehearsal ends 
You will then have time to go back to your hotel, have something to eat and change 
into concert dress. Please be back in the cathedral (entrance by the South Door, as 
usual) by 22h15 at the latest. Hanging rails will be provided for coats in the Lower 
Sacristy.  
22h30 
Short warm-up (max. 45 minutes) 
Time to hang coats, if you are still wearing them 
23h45 
In place and ready to sing 
Midnight 
Concert starts 
01h00 (approx) 
Concert ends 
 
The performance ends in silence, without applause. Orchestra and choir process 
slowly behind the priests down the main aisle towards the West Door. You can then 
continue to collect your coats from the Lower Sacristy. Please then make your way 
back to the main entrance (West Door), where staff will be available to direct you to 
the coaches back to the hotels, if applicable. 
 

 
Access to Rehearsals and Performance 

Non-singing guests who are staying at our pre-arranged hotels are welcome to 
attend the rehearsals, but must be wearing their lanyards and name badges to gain 
access to the cathedral. Concert tickets will also be provided for those non-singers 
staying at the pre-arranged hotels, and these will be handed to you at registration 
on 3 December. There will be a reserved block of seating at the front of the nave, 



and stewards will direct you to the appropriate area. Please refer to the seat area 
code on your ticket.  
All other pre-purchased concert tickets should be collected from the Cathedral Box 
Office (Dom-Konzert-Kassa) outside the main (West) door to the cathedral. Tickets 
for this performance will be available for collection from 16h00 on the day of the 
concert only. We recommend collecting your tickets before 20h00 on 4 December as 
after this time the queue for tickets gets very long, even if you have pre-booked! 

What to wear 
The cathedral will be cold at this time of year, so you are advised to dress in layers.  
Concert dress is smart long-sleeved black tops for ladies and long black skirts or 
smart evening trousers. You’re welcome to wear some jewellery, but please don’t 
come covered in sequins, or with diamonds which will dazzle the audience.  Again, 
layers are advised. Gentlemen should wear dinner jackets or dark suits with a black 
bow-tie, and a waistcoat if you like; what you wear beneath your white shirt is up to 
you!  
If you are inclined to be liberal with the perfume or aftershave just before a concert, 
please spare a thought for the singers around you. Strong fragrances are capable of 
triggering asthma attacks, other respiratory problems and headaches. 

 
Vocal Scores 

You must bring your own score.  We will be using the Süssmayr completion of the 
Requiem – both the Novello and Bärenreiter editions are compatible. As we will be 
very tight for space on stage, you will not be required to bring a black folder. 
 
Very important: We expect you to be conscientious and to learn the music as well 
as you can beforehand – if you come unprepared, it is very discourteous to your 
fellow singers, most of whom will have taken the trouble to do their homework. 


