
Forthcoming dates  
12–15 March 2025: Costa del Sol. For our first singing holiday of 2025 we will travel to southern Spain. The 
featured works will be Mozart’s Coronation Mass of 1779, coupled with Haydn’s Te Deum for the Empress 
Marie Therese. An extension to 17 March is also offered. This event is now fully booked. 

18–23 October 2025: Northern Lights Choral Cruise. Join us aboard the MS Havila Pollux for a chance to 
witness the spectacular aurora borealis along Norway’s arctic coast when not making music with conductor 
Sam Evans and pianist Maria Marchant. This event has proved so popular that we regret we have already 
run out of cabins. 

9 November 2025: Messiah from Scratch®. Beginning our sixth decade! Join us at the Royal Albert Hall for the 
51st performance of this event, directed by TRBC’s Principal Conductor, Brian Kay. 
16–19 April 2026: Dubrovnik. A return (after 17 years) to this wonderful World Heritage Site to sing settings 
of the Gloria text by Antonio Vivaldi and Sir Karl Jenkins. Manvinder Rattan conducts. 

Dear TRBC Members 
Greetings to all our singers as 
we share our news with you at 
the beginning of 2025. In these 
four pages, you will find:  

 coverage of the 50th anni-
versary performance of 
Messiah from Scratch® last 
November and the 
Hallelujah Chorus auction; 

 a welcome to the Royal 
Society of Musicians of 
Great Britain, our new 
partner for future perform-
ances of Messiah from 
Scratch®; 

 an update on our overseas 
events for 2025 and a sneak 
peek at destinations for the 
following year; 

 a reminder of the import-
ance of verifying your 
mailing list details with us;  

 more details of our new 
online booking system; 

 introductions to two new 
conductors for TRBC 
overseas events. 

Best wishes to all from 

The TRBC Team 
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We could not have been more delighted 
with the 50th anniversary performance 
of Messiah from Scratch® at the 
Royal Albert Hall on 10 November.      
So much contributed to the success of 
the occasion.  
     We sold all available seats in the 
Hall; our soloists (Mary Bevan, Marta 
Fontanals-Simmons, Nick Pritchard and 
Ashley Riches) excelled, illustrating why 
they are all now internationally 
acclaimed; Harvey Cammell (Deputy 
Chairman of Bonhams UK) stylishly 
drove the bidding in our Hallelujah 
Chorus auction up to a fantastic £9,000; 
and winner Chris Wood, pictured above, 
conducted with aplomb. 
     After the performance we entertained 
many of the key people from 1974 at a 
reception in the 1871 bar, introducing 
some of them to their 2024 counter-
parts. Richard Shorter (1974 leader) 
and Alison Kelly (EFO) discussed the 
crucial role of orchestra leader; Peter 
Clowes (trumpet) struck up a friendship 

with Joe Atkins; and Richard Frewer 
(tenor) reminisced with Nick Pritchard. 
Howard Williams, continuo player in 
both 1974 and 2024, had interesting 
comparisons to make between the two 
concerts. We shared a glorious 
celebration cake – a  ‘golden jubilee’ 
creation – made (and decorated in gold 
leaf) by our multi-talented Box Office 
Manager, Annie Hastings. 
      Brian Kay paid warm tribute to the 
four founders, sadly not alive to share 
the success of their venture: Don Monro, 
David Burgess, Gavin Park and Reg-
inald Garton. Brian led the toast, as we 
all raised our glasses to the future of the 
one-and-only Messiah from Scratch®. 

A TOTAL SUCCESS FOR TRBC! 



Our details in brief  
Address and email. You can contact us at  
PO Box 4211, Bath, BA1 0HJ, UK. Our 
email address is members@trbc.co.uk, 
but never email credit-card details as it 
is not secure. 

Website. All about us at: www.trbc.co.uk. 

TRBC on Facebook. To join the 
community, see the panel below. 

TRBC on ‘X’ (formerly Twitter ). See the 
panel below for how to follow us. 

Travel partner. Specialised Travel 
Concert Touring Ltd deals with 
bookings and looks aŌer all the travel 
logisƟcs for our trips overseas: 
www.stct.co.uk. 

For those who do not have a local 
music shop, we recommend: 

Blackwell’s Music Shop in Oxford, 
which offers a special 10% discount 
on scores for TRBC Members. 
Telephone 01865 333582 or email 
printed.music@blackwell.co.uk (never 
include your credit-card details in 
an email – it is not secure). 

ChoraLine with its convenient note-
learning app for mobile devices 
which puts a complete choral 
repertoire at your fingertips. 
Download from www.choraline.com. 

Presto Music which now distri-
butes the rehearsal CDs/MP3 
files, enabling you to learn from 
the comfort of your armchair or 
car. Telephone 01926 886883 or 
www.prestomusic.com. 

Sing with us!
www.trbc.co.uk 

Why not join our moderated group, The 
Really Big Chorus Singers and Support-
ers, where you can post and share infor-
mation? Our FB page, The Really Big 
Chorus, does not require membership: 
please ‘like’ and ‘share’ it. 

For regular updates 
you can follow us 
@ReallyBigChorus 
and repost details 
to fellow singers. 

Our suppliers  
At our Mozart Requiem concert in May 2024 we welcomed a new  
charity partner: The Royal Society of Musicians of Great Britain. 
Several senior members of the music profession donned branded 
pinafores and raised almost £8,000 for the charity’s valuable work.  
     With only one Royal Albert Hall concert each year from 2025 
onwards, we have been giving serious thought to which charity we 
support in the future. Since 1978, Messiah from Scratch® has raised 
funds for the British Heart Foundation, donating some half a 
million pounds to this national charity through programme sales, 
sponsorship, advertising and the occasional auction. This is a 
record to be proud of. 
     There is a synergy with the RSM, however, which is hard to 
ignore. We are all musicians ourselves, a mixture of amateurs and 
professionals. We are united in our love of music and the joy it 
brings, and share a determination to support those who have 
dedicated their lives to performing it so that we can continue to 
enjoy it. Furthermore, Handel, whose legacy in Messiah we 
enthusiastically celebrate each year, was a founder member of the 
RSM (then known, somewhat quaintly to our modern ears, as the 
’Fund for Decay’d Musicians’).  Handel and more than 200 other 
eminent musicians of the time signed the first declaration of trust 
in 1738. From the beginning, he took part in the annual concerts for 
the Fund’s benefit, and he bequeathed it £1,000 in a 1759 codicil to 
his Will (more than £230,000 in today’s money). 
     From 2025, therefore, the charity we will be campaigning for at 
performances of Messiah from Scratch® will be The Royal Society of 
Musicians. Please give the Society your enthusiastic support.  

A new charity partner for Messiah from Scratch® 

We are very proud to have reached the 50th anniversary of Messiah from 
Scratch®, but our travel partners, Specialised Travel Ltd, reach a milestone 
of their own this year, as they mark 70 years as the most experienced con-
cert touring company in the UK. STL are able to plan cost-effective travel for 
groups, and their worldwide network of musically knowledgeable contacts 
can arrange performances in well-chosen venues, complete with comprehen-
sive promotion to attract audiences. We have worked with Specialised Travel 
since our own earliest trips abroad, and we have never considered looking 
elsewhere – they are simply the best. If your own choir or choral society is 
planning a tour, why not put them in touch? www.stct.co.uk.  



Singers who joined us in 
Cyprus a year ago for that 
memorable performance 
with the Cyprus Youth 
Symphony Orchestra will 
remember Brian Kay’s 
introduction to conductor 
Sam Evans. Sam is an-
other musician from the 
King’s Cambridge musical 
stable, and started his 

professional life as a baritone, singing for TRBC a couple 
of times in those early years, including in the 2010 first 
performance of  Karl Jenkins Gloria. 
     Since then, Sam has pursued a multi-stranded career 
as singer, vocal coach and conductor. He is a regular tutor 
for the National Youth Choirs of Great Britain and for the 
choral courses run by the Rodolfus Foundation. He is also 
in demand as a coach for professional ensembles such as 
the Monteverdi Choir, the BBC Singers and the Swedish 
Radio Choir, being singled out for his ‘infectious enthusi-
asm’ and ‘superb vocal technique and knowledge’.  
     As a conductor, he works with all kinds of vocal 
groups. He is currently Music Director of Battersea Choral 
Society and Harrow Choral Society, and directs the annual 
Bach Choral Course at the University of St. Andrews. Sam 
will conduct TRBC in our concert in southern Spain this 
March and will direct the choral sessions for our choral 
cruise to see the Northern Lights in October. 

     Manvinder Rattan is another conductor known to 
TRBC members as a singer. Not only has he conducted 
for us overseas, notably in a  very enjoyable tour to India 
ten years ago, but he has also sung the Adhaan for us in 
The Armed Man several times at the Royal Albert Hall. 
     Manvinder can’t remember a time when he wasn’t 
singing. A choral scholar at university, he went on to sing 
at both Sheffield and Portsmouth cathedrals, then at the 
John Lewis Partnership Music Society. He took over as the 
Society’s Music Director in 1995, a post he held for 25 
years. He was Head of Conductor Training for Sing for 
Pleasure 2006–23 and was awarded an honorary doctor-
ate by York St John University in 2016. As a judge on 
Gareth Malone’s BBC2 series,The Choir – Sing while you 
work, Manvinder is often greeted in the street when a 
repeat is aired. He was CEO of the Voices Foundation 
2021–24 and is now an ambassador for Music for All.  

     He became Musical 
Director of Hertford Cho-
ral Society and Hertford 
Chamber Choir in 2021 
and recently took on the 
role of conductor for the 
Morley College Chamber 
Choir. 
     Manvinder will conduct 
our ‘Gloria’ programme 
when we visit Dubrovnik 
in the spring of 2026. 

Mozart at the Stephansdom 
The reprise of our 2018 Mozart pilgrimage, sing-
ing the Requiem in Vienna’s awe-inspiring St 
Stephen’s Cathedral with the final notes echoing 
at the moment of the composer’s death, was a 
wonderful experience for the 180 or so singers 
who joined us. To sing Mozart’s music in the 
cathedral where Mozart was married, where 
two of his sons were baptised, and where his 
body was blessed prior to burial, was truly spine
-tingling. 
     We were conducted with enormous energy 
and enthusiasm by Oliver Stech, choirmaster to 
the Vienna Boys Choir since 2011. We were also 
privileged to watch him working with the boys 

the following morning, 
and hear him talk about 
the choir. It therefore came 
as an enormous shock to 
hear of his sudden death 
while on tour with the choir 
in January. His death has 
been attributed to ‘a tragic 
accident’ and no details 
have been released. 

Update on our 2025 singing holidays 
This slot is normally a reminder to book for our singing 
holidays later in the year. Not so this time! With many 
singers preparing at this very moment, to travel to the 
Costa del Sol in a few days’ time, it is hardly a surprise 
that no more places remain for that trip. Those of us tak-
ing part are looking forward to our concert, which is for 
the benefit of the local Red Cross organisation, Cruz Roja. 
     What did surprise us was the speed of the sell-out for 
our Northern Lights Choral Cruise within days of full 
details being announced. We are sorry to disappoint some 
of you: we have a waiting list, and will be in touch if any 
more cabins become available between now and October. 
     So we are encouraging you to register interest sooner 
rather than later for our Glorious Dubrovnik holiday in 
April 2026. The programme comprises two settings of the 
Gloria text (by Antonio Vivaldi and Sir Karl Jenkins), and 
we will be accompanied by the Dubrovnik Symphony Or-
chestra. Airlines have not yet released their group booking 
prices, so our printed leaflet is unable to show prices at 
this stage. But if you are interested, we strongly urge you 
to email Specialised Travel with your details now. 

New faces – fresh approaches – fine musicianship 
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We usually include on our website a few 
brief comments from singers about each of 
our events. Not only does it remind people 
what a good time they had, but it also en-
courages others to ‘give us a go’. It’s not often 
we have a 50th anniversary, however, so we 
thought we’d share some of the feedback we 
received from the professionals involved. 
     Our soloists had a wonderful time. Here’s 
Nick Pritchard: ‘It was a real treat to be involved 
again after so many years. It’s always a special 
occasion, but to be there for an anniversary con-
cert was all the more memorable. The scale of the 
event, the admin involved and the sheer gathering 
of people is such a singular thing to witness.’ 
Mary Bevan, too: ‘Thank you for the wonderful 
concert on Sunday. I’ve told so many people about 
it; the feeling in the Hall for TRBC concerts is al-
ways unlike anything else – it’s very special.’ 
     Marta Fontanals-Simmons focuses on the 
chorus, who ‘… certainly rose to the challenge. 
It’s always an immense sound and feeling when 
they all stand as one and sing together. I am 
proud to have such a long standing relationship 
with TRBC and Brian, and just love how he 
brings out the “wonderful!” in everyone.’  Ash-
ley Riches, equally enthusiastic, had a philo-
sophical point to make: ‘I cannot tell you what 
a thrill it is to be part of the performance and to 
see the enjoyment and passion on the faces of 

those taking part. The most important thing pro-
fessional musicians can do is to support the en-
deavour and commitment of those who do it for 
love, so it was very special to be there with them.‘ 
     Howard Williams was one of the few pro-
fessionals playing in 1974, and played contin-
uo for us again last November: ‘I enjoyed my-
self immensely on Sunday. The sensation from 
beginning to end was stimulating and fun, and I 
enjoyed being in the same group with several old 
colleagues and lots of new ones. It was a much 
more complete experience than in 1974, when the 
Mozart version rendered the harpsichord largely 
inaudible except for the few secco recits.‘ 
     Considering how many shows she works 
with over a year, getting this from Shuki Sen, 
Event Manager at the RAH, was really spe-
cial: ‘It really was a pleasure. We all commented 
on how upbeat and positive yesterday was.’ 
     The last word must, of course, go to 
TRBC’s Principal Conductor, Brian Kay: 
‘What a great way to celebrate 50 Glorious Years! 
Back to full numbers, everyone giving of their 
best, a jolly reception, delicious cake, a fabulous 
auctioneer (brilliant!), orchestra on fine form and 
four divine soloists. All in all, very much one to 
remember, and my thanks for all of the above.’ 
 

Brian expects to see you all at the RAH in 2025! 

THE 50th ANNIVERSARY: WHAT DID THE PROFESSIONALS THINK? 

We make no apology for constantly 
drawing attention to this. Moving to 
online booking is possibly the most 
significant change we have ever 
made as a company. It has only be-
come possible because the Royal 
Albert Hall’s own booking system 
now has a flexibility which we could 
not have dreamed of 30 or 40 years 
ago, enabling us to update our own. 
     We have been working on this 
project for more than a year, and 
are determined to make it work eas-
ily and efficiently. The system has 
been designed in two stages to en-
sure we can eliminate any gremlins 
in the mailng list revision before we 

link our website to the personalised 
TRBC Messiah from Scratch® book-
ing page on the RAH website. 
     There will be no access to this 
page for the general public, alt-
hough they will be able to buy audi-
ence tickets as usual. All singers 
MUST first ratify their membership 
of the TRBC mailing list (that’s 
Stage 1). Then, once booking opens 
on 4th April, a link from our website 
to the RAH’s Messiah from 
Scratch®  booking page will go live 
enabling you to book up to 12 tick-
ets in a single transaction (Stage 2). 
     Ratify your membership NOW – 
see the Messiah leaflet for details. 

HOW TO UNSUBSCRIBE 
If you want to be removed from the 

mailing list, you can do so via our web-
site (login to update your details). Or 

email members@trbc.co.uk and we will 
remove your name. Please specify postal 
and/or email contact, as we can remove 
you from one or the other or from both. 

Have you ratified your TRBC membership? If you need to use the post to 
contact us, please don’t write to 

Englishcombe Lane. 
This is the legal address of the company 

and NOT the street address ‘behind’ the PO 
Box number. Letters sent there will 

therefore take extra time to reach us. 
Use the PO Box address (top of page 2)  

and your mail will arrive promptly. 


